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Malaga's magic

mix of sights
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Enjoy a walkalong the beach in Malaga after flyingdirect ly from Manchester with detE.
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Malaga boastsa tantalising
array ofcontradictions. Itis
modern, yethistoric. Hedon-
istic, yetcultured. Sleepy,
yetwide-awake.Itisabeach
vacation, party destination,
romantic excursion, culture
immersion and city break all
rolledintoone.

Thedestinationhashad some-
thing of a makeover inrecent
vears. Chic boutiques, gas-
tro-bars and hip cates have
sprung up alongside the tra-
ditional taverns in the heart
ofthecity. The modern har-
bourandits promenade,bars,
restaurantsandshops, glisten
againstthe abundanthistoric
architecture.

Withitssuperb year-round
climate, the birthplace of Pi-
cassoisanextraordinary city
indeed. Located at the mouth
of the River Guadalmedina,
the capital ofthe Costadel Sol
seems to buzz with continen-
tal charm andadventure.

Upon arrival, and travel-
ling alone, | began by visiting
some of the aforementioned
taverns in the older part of
town. Set away from the hum
of touricte the lanouace har-

rier was more prevalent. With
stomach rumbling, and many
tailed attempts at ordering
something, [got what [ wasgiv-
en- treshly caught sardines,
crusty bread, and olives. De-
lightful.

The following morning,
sunshine pouredthrough the
windows of the glorious Ho-
tel Mona Lario. Located in the
centre of Malaga, right oppo-
site the Cathedral, the trip to
the beach wasbut five minutes
away. Anditwas calling.

Evenineardy March, when
lvisited, temperatures were
hovering around 25 degrees
Celsius. And while the sea
wasstill too coolfor me, being
able to sunbathe was a treat
indeed for a winter-suffered
Englishman.

I whiled the latter part of
the afternoon away in sea-
front bar — fuelled by delight-
ful Spanish omelette and cool
beer — before heading back
to the hotel’s rooftop terrace
towatch the sunset over the
magnificent city of Malaga.

By now, though, the night
time was calling. Malaga has
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something ofa reputation for
its nightlife, which doesn't
seem possible in thelight of
day. But with darkness, the
sleepy piazzaserupt with life,
young people and electric
lights. The melody of the ac-
cordion is replacedwith mod-
ern hits,

Afterafew solo drinks, [ de-
cided compadres were need-
ed. Outside one of the bars [
heard two chaps from Lon-
don speaking. | went over, in-
troduced myself, got chatting
and was invited to join them
for the night.

Turnsout] hitthejackpot.
They were students at a lan-
guage school in Malaga and
were sef to join a 20-strong
group for a Polish girl's
leaving do.

The group eomprised of
people from the world over.
Many tequilas, conversations,
dances, and laughs later, and
it felt li ke we had known each
other for vears. Details on the
restof the night are probably
best spared. But guaranteed,
whatever you lnok forin a Eu-
ropean holiday — Malaga can
giveit toyou.

Flights were provided by
leading leisure airline Jet2.
com. Flights start from £49
oneway, andinclude 22kg bag-
gage allowance to Malaga from
Manchester Airport. Formore
information visit www.jetz.
com or call o2an AnS s oo
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GREAT VALU

COACH HOLIDAYS

» Retumn coach travel from Chesterfield, Sutton & Mansheld
« Dinner, bed & breakfast and entertainment at most hotels
+ Free excursion progranime

ST IVES

Falmouth,
Porthleven &
Lands End

4 nights dinner, bed &
briakiast at the StMerryn
Hotel, St ves

INCLUDES trip ta Penzante
fr Lanls End and Fatmouth &

Porthleven Quay
MOMDAYS

18 May, 29 Jun,

3 Aug, 5 Oct

5 MF‘F?H‘I

4 DAYS 27 May, 19 Jun, 18 Sep
5 DAYS 11 18, 25 May, B 15,22 29 Jun

TORQUAY
Exeter & Teignmouth

ADAYS 1, 22 29 May, 19, 26 Jun @

5 DAYS 11 18 25 May, 8, 15, 22,29 Jun

BOURNEMOUTH
Weymouth & Lulwerth Cove

4 DAYS 1% 26 Jun, 24,31 Jul, 7, 14 Aug
5 DAYS 11 25May, 8, 15,29 Jun

LLANDUDNO
Barmouth

& Criccieth

5 DAYS

grom 51?9 95

15 Jum, 27 Jul
24 Aug, 21 Sep

ISLE OF ARRAN
Galloway & Loch

Lomond Cruise
5 DAYS
from 5179 95

WOOLACOMBE From
Valley of the Rocks & Atiantic Cruise % & BoE]

4 DAYS 29 May, 19 Jun, 25 Sep
5 DAYS 11 May, 15 Jun, 6 Jul, 14 Sep

FOLKESTONE
& OSTEND

4 DAYS 1 22 29 May, 12, 26 Jun
5 DAYS 11,18, 25 May, B, 22, 29 Jun
B8 DAYS 22 May, L2, 26 Jun

SANDOWN/SHANKLIN

lsle of Wight

4 DAYS 1 22 May, 19, 26 Jun

5 DAYS 11, 18 25 May, 15, 22, 25 Jun

7 DAYS 24 May 14, 21, 28 Jun, 5, 12, 19, 26 Jul
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Weekend Breaks

£49.95

Incides retum coach travel B dinner, |Jl.-:1 &
breakiasi accommodation at mast hotels

CORONATION STREET § Liverpadl

30 May, 27 Jun, 18 Jul,
15 Aug, 12 Sep, 17 Oct

2 DAYS

£79.95)

| BLACKPOOL 4 Lake Windermere

29 May, 19 Jumn, 17 Jul,
14 Aug: 11, 25 Sep, 30 Cct

3 DAYS

£89.95)

8 LLANDUDNO Elvis Party Weekends
B[ 24 Apr. 29 May, 13 Jun, 17 Jul,
il 14 Aig. 11, 25 Sep, 30 Oct

I DAYS

£89.9s |

CADBURY WORLD # West Midlands Sofari
2 DAYS
£79.95)

2, 23 May, 27 Jun,
25Jul, 1 B, 22 Aug

| WARNER STUDIOS Harry Potter  Landen

| CROCODILE WORLD & Rack Country Museum

]5 rl'li:'j
£-Jun, 18 Ju
115 29 hug

2 DAYS

£7995 |

2 May, 20 Jun, 25 Jul,
1,22 Aug, 5, 26 Sep, 24 Oct

LIVERPOOL & Chester

16 May, 13 Jun,
4, 25 Jul, 22 Aug, 19 Sep

2 DAYS
£59.95 |

LONDON Freedom Weekend
£, 18 May, 6, 20 Jun £ DAYS

18, 25 Jul, B, 22 Aug, 19, 26 Se0 (79 o5 )

LIMESTONE MINES  Derbyshire Steam
2 May, 20 Jun, 25 Jul,
22 Auig. 26 Sep. 31 Gl

2 DAYS

£79.95 )
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BLACKPOOL SCARBOROUGH YORK
arand Metropole Hote Grand Hotel Mewington Hotel

» FAMOUS HOTEL » ENTERTAINMENT

# SEAFRONT « ENTERTAMMENT » CAR PARK

T |CHESTRRZO0 | EDINBURGH !
A tuomarcs | & DUMFRIES :
2,06 May 2DAE | Hillihg 208T | 5 Hay 260 DAY

| €895 I 9905

EEEGU&% BEAMISH |MYSTERY
DAY PASS (B WHITBY | wactoss - psuiae!

3 Jer {00 2005

Gie

« s Browm's Boys « Barharan Rughy « S
# Lusba « Michas! Melntyre « Dyname « Blacipoo Lignis
« Eclimibungh Tatbo « Grand hational + Fairford Air Tettoo
« Lzndudng Extravaganza « Heworth 1840s

» Chalsea Frower Show + Lord of the Dance » Srply Red
« Thammes Jazz Cruise « Towheshury Medieval Festival

+ Cumard's § Queens, Liverpool + Tea o1 Nwick Casile

miles more smiles

Call for brochure

DINNER 8eD & BREAKFAST
INCLUDED!

& [NDOOH POOL » CAR PARE

2muTs FRIDAYS

H, 15, 25 sMAY
5, 12,19, 26 Uk

2 NTs FRIDAYS
f? 935

£69.95

2 HTs FRIDAYS £1 1 935

5, 02, 19, 26 JUN

4 HTS MOMDAYS 4 MTS MIOMNDAYS

BIs, 29 MAY
£149.95

5,12, 1%, 26 UM
FREE BROCHURE 100+ UK hotalst ||

4, 10, 18, 25 MAY
1,8, 15, 22, 29 1UN

i
3, 11, 18, 25 MAY 129 EI L T
‘a1, 22, 25 sun |E -9 % !

4 HTE MONDAYS
&, 11,18, 25 MAY

2195

1. 8,15, 32, 239 JUN




